

Application No. 


Applicant(s) 


Notice of Allowability 


10/687,155 


FLOCK, HORST 


Examiner 


Art Unit 






Patrick Miller 


2837 
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2. ^ The allowed claim(s) is/are 18-34 . 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions 
be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR L3 12. To 
ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee. 

2. Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Douglas McAllister (37,886) on June 23, 2005. 

3. The application has been amended as follows: 

• In claim 18, line 10, insert single before signal to read as follows: "said processor having 
a single signal output port. . 

• In claim 32, replace the last four lines with the following: 

• "a processor having a respective single signal output port coupled to control each 
of said respective controls via the respective control circuit of each control to 
select one of said three switching signal pairings, via one of three possible output 
signals at said respective single signal output port." 

Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 18-34 are allowed. 

5. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

• IR21 1 1- Half-Bridge Driver discloses a driver chip that accepts a single input. However, 
the IR21 1 1 chip does not show a tri- state signal. 
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• Genova et al. (6,534,937) disclose a controller that sends a single signal to control a pair 
of transistors (Fig. 1, INA to #4). However, Genova et al. is silent with respect to 
whether this signal can be one of three possible output signals. 

• With respect to claim 18, the primary reason for allowance is because the prior art does 
not disclose a control circuit for an h-bridge that controls each half of the h-bridge with 
one out of only three switching signal pairings, where the three signal pairings are 
described as in claim 18, and where the processor has a single signal output port that 
selects one of the three signal pairings via one of three possible output signals at the 
single signal output port. 

• With respect to claim 32 the primary reason for allowance is because the prior art does 

not disclose a control device controlling each control, as claimed, and where the 
control device has a processor having a respective single signal output port 
coupled to control each of said respective controls, and selecting one of the three 
switching signal pairings, via one of three possible output signals at the respective 
single signal output port. 

6. Therefore, based on the arguments and amendments presented by the Applicant, the 
Examiner acknowledges the Prior Art fails to make obvious the Applicant's claimed 
invention. 

7. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the 
issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons 
for Allowance." 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrick Miller whose telephone number is 571-272-2070. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30-5:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Martin can be reached on 571-272-2800 ext 41. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-93 18. 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-306-3431. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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